
English 201 Spring 2009 Midterm Examination 
Part I has 48 points (3 pts. each), with up to 4 points for the bonus for a total of 50 
maximum. Part II has 50 points. 
 
1-4: Pick four of the following five passages. In these passages, identify the source 
by (1) listing the author, (2) listing the work, and (3) then explaining in one or two 
sentences who is speaking, who or what is described, or why the passage is 
important. If a work is anonymous, list the author as "anonymous." Place an X 
through the passage you skip so I don't count it wrong. 
 
 
A. There was a pear tree close to our own vineyard, heavily laden with fruit, which 
was not tempting either for its color or for its flavor. Late one night--having 
prolonged our games in the streets until then, as our bad habit was --a group of 
young scoundrels--and I among them, went to shake and rob this tree. We carried off 
a huge load of pears, not to eat ourselves, but to dump out to the hogs, after barely 
tasting some of them ourselves. Doing this pleased us all the more because it was 
forbidden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  " . . . I went 

To Delphi, and Apollo sent me back 
Baulked of the knowledge that I came to seek. 
But other grievous things he prophesied, 
Woes, lamentations, mournings, portents dire; 
To wit I should defile my mother's bed 
And raise up seed too loathsome to behold, 
And slay the father from whose loins I sprang." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
C.  "Dear heart, don't rage: 

. . . . It is the gods 
who destined us to sorrow; they 
our staying side-by-side, the two of us-- 
enjoying youth and coming to the start 
of our old age together. Do not be indignant 
if at first I do not welcome you as I do now: the heart 
within my breast has always been afraid 
that there might be some stranger who would come 
to trick me with his blabber; many plot 
with cunning malice." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D.  "Wyrd saves oft / the man undoomed if he undaunted be!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E.  " . . . And if any one tried to loose another and lead him up to the light, let 

them [the prisoners] only catch the offender, and they would put him to 
death." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5-7. Identify three of the following four characters, gods, or monsters by explaining 
who they are and in what work they appear. Place an X through the one you skip 
so I don't count it wrong. 
 
F. Jocasta 
 
 
 
 
G. Polyphémus 
 
 
 
 
H.  Hrothgar 
 
 
 
 
I. Anchises 
 
 
Match the terms by letter to their appropriate definitions. You should have 
some terms left over that do not match any definition. 
A. allegoresis  M. epithet  Y. motif  
B. anagnorisis  N. etiological narrative Z. mythology  
C. anaphora  O. firmament  AA. omen  
D. antistrophe  P. hlaford  BB. parable  
E. beôt   Q. imagery  CC. parallelism 
F. catachresis  R. implied audience DD. peripeteia 
G. catastrophe  S. in medias res  EE. personification 
H. catharsis  T. invocation of the muse  FF. philosophy 
I. choragos  U. kenning   GG. platonic form 
J. cyning   V. laws of hospitality  HH. riddle 
K. dramatis personae W. lyrics  II. temptation motif 
L. epic simile  X. mead   JJ. wyrd 
 
____ 8. An abstraction like "justice" or "beauty" which some ancient Greek 
philosophers thought had more real existence than the physical world. 
 
____ 9. An outpouring of pity and fear that the audience of a tragedy 
experiences while watching the play, according to Aristotle's Poetics. 

____ 10. Called xenia in Greek, this important custom in ancient times 
called for giving strangers a number of gifts, food, and shelter if they came 
to the land as visitors. 
 
____ 11. A prayer asking one of the nine female spirits of creativity to bless 
the poet with the skill necessary to create great art. Such a prayer frequently 
appears at the beginning of an epic poem. 
 
____ 12. A very short prose narrative--often (but not always) having 
animals for characters--which used everyday events and situations to teach 
an abstract moral, philosophical, or spiritual truth. Plato uses one to 
describe the process of enlightenment. 
 
____ 13. An alcohol beverage made from fermented honey consumed by 
Anglo-Saxon warriors as they made their beôts in the hall before battle. 
 
 
Short Answer (1-2 sentences) 
14. According to Anchises' ghost, what special skills or talents will Rome 
possess that distinguish them from the Greeks and Persians? 
 
 
 
 
15. Why would the goddess Athena favor Odysseus so much in mythology? 
 
 
 
 
16. How does Virgil use The Aeneid as an etiological narrative to explain 
Rome's history with Carthage? 
 
 
 
 
 
When you finish this portion of the examination, you may claim the 
second half of the test with the essay question from your teacher. You 
may consult a dictionary on the essay portion of the examination, but 
you may not surf the web or consult your textbook. 



Bonus Question of Fiendish Difficulty (+0-4 points): What's the answer to 
the following Anglo-Saxon riddle? Explain the answer. 1 point for a nearly 
correct guess, 2 points for the correct answer itself, and 3-4 for explaining 
the riddle. 
 
I am a treasure for men found far and wide 
Brought from the cliff-sides and town-heights, 
From dales and from downs. Daily, wings light me 
Amid the air and happily waft me 
Under sheltering roofs. After bathing in tubs, 
 I am now a binder and scourge of men, I throw down 
Young men to the ground (and even the elderly)! 
And he who confronts my strength soon discovers 
How I sap his strength; he falls to the floor on his back 
Unless he flees from his folly. Robbed of his strength 
though strangely talkative,  he is deprived of his mind, of his feet and his hands. 
Ask what I am called, the one who binds men thus to the earth, the foolish after 
fighting in daylight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essay Prompts for Mid-Term Examination (perhaps 2 typed, 
double-spaced pages). 
 
Pick one of the following two options as the basis of a longer essay.  
 
Allow yourself time when you are finished to proofread your essay 
to eliminate grammatical mistakes. If you turn in the section of your 
test with the vocabulary questions, you may consult a dictionary 
during this essay part of the examination to eliminate spelling errors. 
You will, of course, impress your teacher if you use appropriate 
literary terminology in your argument or quote passages proving 
your point. You may bring with you a 3X5 inch index card with 
notes, MLA format, sample passages, lists of characters' names, 
correct spellings, etc. 
 

 
A.  Humor Amid the Ruins: Much of what we have read so 

far this term could be described as grandiose and heroic or in 
some cases gloomy and tragic. In the midst of this weighty 
material, do you see much evidence of humor? Discuss the 
appearance (or absence) of comic elements in one Greek, 
one Roman, and one Anglo-Saxon work of your choice. Do 
you think that humor (or its lack) reveals anything about the 
attitudes of that culture? Or it the presence/absence of humor 
a result of something else like the work's genre, the nature of 
the story, etc.? Fashion an original argument concerning this 
issue, pointing to specific textual evidence to support your 
arguments. 

 
 
B.  Egyptian Gold Revisited: In our course packet, we have 

a summary of St. Augustine's arguments about "stealing 
Egyptian gold"--an influential idea about a Christian's 
appropriate reaction to pagan art, philosophy, and religion. 
Summarize Augustine's thinking in this matter, and then 
apply his ideas to any two of the following three choices: 
The Odyssey, The Aeneid, or the pagan sections of Beowulf. 
What valuable ethical, spiritual, or religious lessons could a 
serious Christian take away from these non-Christian works? 
Or is Saint Augustine wrong, and should we instead use 
pagan writings only as a contrast with Christianity? What 
parts of these works then should be set aside as non-useful? 
Fashion an argument concerning these questions. 

 
 


