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Logical Fallacies--Quick Quiz
Identify or explain the fallacy in the following arguments:

1. In spite of what some say, the number of the poor is rising in America because there is no evidence
to suggest that number is decreasing.
2. Susan passed English 301. Joey passed English 301. Kory passed English 301. English 301 must be
an easy class, since three out of three students I know passed it.
3. You may tell me that it is cruel to require students to learn Hebrew. But is it any less cruel to
require them to enroll in physical education courses? The mental strains of mastering a dead language
pale beside the rigors of athletics.
4. Bicycles are a means of transportation, and we all know that transportation is vital to American
commerce. If we get rid of all the current bike lanes, there will be less bikes, hence less
transportation. Getting rid of bicycle lanes would cripple American trade entirely.
5. Why should responsible adults who are eighteen be given extended credit? Because people who are
adults are mature, and anyone who is mature is responsible enough to have control of money.
Section of Fiendish Difficulty. Some of the following sentences are logical fallacies, and some
aren’t. Circle the fallacies and identify its type in the margin.
How long have you been sitting in front of the television getting fat and lazy?
Wouldn’t you like to find a means of exercise that will shape your body while you are
reading, watching television, or otherwise occupying your time? The solution is here,
the Thigh-master 5000.
Purchase a Thigh-master 5000 today! Britney Spears has recommended the
thigh-master to all of her viewers. She can tell you all the facts. For one, the Thighmaster 5000 is one of the best designed exercise machines on the market. It will last
nearly forever and is practically indestructible since it is built out of a duraluminum
polyalloy that is less expensive than other commonly used materials, but as strong as
steel. The pseudo-leather cover is soft to the touch and shapes itself to your body, so
you will find it more comfortable than any other leg-working machine! Either you will
find that our price to be lower than any other product available, or we will refund your
money if you find a better price!
Our competitor, the Leg-o-matic company, does offer a lifetime warranty for
their product. But do you really want to purchase products from a company that had
lawsuits last year concerning customer safety? Obviously they do not have the same
commitment to their products that we do to ours. Therefore, our product has to be
superior to theirs. So get with our program! Either you can spend $45 and be in better
shape than ever, or you can remain a couch potato. Purchase the Thigh-master 5000
today.

